
www.avp-rs.si
21/6/2022

Road Safety Situation in 
the Republic of Slovenia

Saša Jevšnik Kafol, MSc. and Anamaria Hren –
The Slovenian Traffic Safety Agency

http://www.avp-rs.si


• This public agency is the central institution for traffic safety in Slovenia.

• Our main mission is to strive to mitigate the worst consequences of
road traffic collisions.

• We pursue the following objectives: encouraging road users to behave
more responsibly and follow traffic regulations, as well as raising
awareness about the importance of traffic safety.

• The Agency is divided into multiple sectors that cover various traffic-
related areas, from development and preventive activities to
implementing driving exams and supervising driving schools and other
authorised organisations.

The Slovenian Traffic Safety Agency
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• The European Commission gave its assessment of traffic safety in EU
countries for the previous year. Considering the criterion of road deaths
per 1 million population (54 deaths/1 million), Slovenia ranked
somewhere in the middle among the 15 EU countries below the EU
average of 44 deaths/1 million population.

• The European Commission stated the following for Slovenia: 

• “The number of fatalities continues to fluctuate; following a 22% decrease
in 2020, the number increased by 43% in 2021. Compared to the pre-
pandemic year 2019, road deaths increased by 12% in 2021, which was the
largest increase in the EU. For several small Member States where the
number of fatalities is fewer than or around 100, the figures tend to
fluctuate considerably from year to year, meaning that the underlying
trend can only be seen over a longer time period.”

Comparison of the Road Safety Situation in Slovenia with other European countries



www.avp-rs.si

Traffic Collisions and Consequences in the Last 5-Year Period

Traffic Collision Analysis

YEAR No. of TC 
No. of TC with 
an injury and 

fatality 

Consequences (injuries) 
Total 

injuries 
(S+L) Fatality 

Severe 
physical 

injury 

Light 
physical 

injury 
2017 17584 6185 104 851 7050 7901 
2018 18248 6014 91 821 6867 7688 
2019 18861 6025 102 814 6756 7570 
2020 14971 4780 80 678 5017 5695 
2021 17050 5330 114 784 5654 6438 

comparison 21/17 -3% -14% 10% -8% -20% -19% 
comparison 21/20 14% 12% 43% 16% 13% 13% 

 
In 2021, 114 road users died on Slovenian roads, 34 more than in 2020 (43% increase). Therefore, the
number of fatalities in 2021 was the highest in the last five years. The Slovenian Traffic Safety Agency
drew attention to deteriorating road safety in 2021 throughout the year. We emphasised that the re-
increase in traffic, which resulted from the loosening of measures to curb the pandemic, could lead to a
deterioration in the road safety situation. In addition to the increase in traffic, we need to draw attention
to the psychosocial consequences of the pandemic, and how they affect individuals and consequently
manifest in road traffic. It is therefore not surprising that driving patterns changed significantly during the
pandemic, and are unfortunately often reflected in more risky and irresponsible driving behaviour.
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• The number of severely physically injured in 2021 was 16% higher than in 2020
– by the end of 2021, 784 (678 in 2020) road users were seriously physically
injured. We also recorded a 13% increase in the number of lightly injured, – a
total of 5,654 (5017 in 2020) road users suffered light injuries.

• In 2021, police officers dealt with 17,050 registered traffic collisions on
Slovenian roads, 14% more than in 2020. The number of traffic collisions with
physical injuries and fatalities increased by 12%.

• We know that people are the deciding factor in 93% of traffic collisions.
Indifference to vulnerable road users, driving while using a mobile phone,
driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, speeding, cutting off other
drivers, disregard for driving conditions and intentional violation of traffic
regulations all decrease road safety. Therefore, the Agency has doubled the
number of national preventive campaigns in 2022 (22 campaigns - each
focusing on one of the stated factors, i.e. alcohol, speeding, driving while using
a mobile phone), and is also preparing a series of regional panels on traffic
safety in 12 Slovenian statistical regions, in its efforts to reverse the negative
trends. We cooperate in these campaigns with the Police and sometimes also
with different NGOs‘.

Comparison of the Road Safety Situation in Slovenia: year2021 to 2020
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Fatalities in Traffic Collisions by Road User Type in the 2019-2021 Period

We recorded an increase in the number of fatalities among all the major groups of road users in 2021. The death toll is not the highest among car drivers as is otherwise
common.
The highest number of fatalities is recorded among single-track motor vehicles riders. A total of 33 riders died in 2021 (22 the previous year), 50% more than the year before.
27 of them were motorcycle riders, and 6 of them were moped riders.
This is followed by the number of passengers who died – a total of 32 (29 the previous year), 10% more than the year before. The total number of passengers who died
increased by 27% – 14 in 2021 (11 the previous year), of whom 11 were passengers in cars, 2 were passengers in trucks and one was a passenger on a motorcycle.
We recorded a significant increase in the number of pedestrian fatalities. In 2021, we recorded 15 (7 the previous year) pedestrians who died, 114% more than in 2020 (in
2019, 15 pedestrians died, as in 2021).
In 2021, the number of cyclists who died also slightly increased, as 10 of them died (8 the previous year), 2 more than the year before – a 25% increase.
In addition to the previously mentioned, 5 (last year 2) truck drivers, 3 (last year 1) tractor drivers, one quad rider and one tricycle rider died in 2021.
The total number of vulnerable road users who died (drivers and passengers of single-track motor vehicles, pedestrians, cyclists and tricyclists) in 2021 was 60, which was 53%
of all fatalities. The share of vulnerable road users who died in 2021 was the highest in the last 5-year period.
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Fatal Traffic Collisions: 5-Year Moving Averages

The graph above shows that the trend of fatal traffic collisions in Slovenia is decreasing
over a five-year period.

Due to the fact, which was also highlighted by the European Commission, namely that for
several small Member States where the number of fatalities is fewer than or around 100,
the figures tend to fluctuate considerably from year to year. That means that the
underlying trend can only be seen over a longer time period, and the Agency prepared an
overview of 5-year moving averages per different categories during the implementation of
the Resolution on the National Road Safety Programme for the 2013-2022 period.
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Traffic Collisions with Severe Physical Injuries 
5-Year Moving Averages

Similar to fatal traffic collisions, we also observe a long-term decrease for traffic
accidents with serious physical injuries.
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Road Fatalities per Million Inhabitants
5-Year Moving Averages

The same declining trend is also observed in deaths per 1 million
population.
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A more detailed analysis of persons responsible for fatal traffic
collisions by gender also shows a declining trend for both genders.

Persons Responsible for the Traffic Collision by Gender –
5-Year Moving Average
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Activities to ensure greater road safety in Slovenia are constantly being implemented. New measures will
have to be expanded, while those activities that go beyond traditional approaches to road safety will need
to be strengthened. In policy and practice, day-to-day operational activities and communication, all
elements of the road traffic system that affect road safety need to be addressed by all stakeholders.

The overall priority of the 2022-2030 Slovenian Road Safety Strategy, for which expert bases are already
being prepared, is to ensure a systematic approach to road safety in the coming years, based on the best
practices and the innovative implementation and management of all key areas affecting the effective
implementation of road safety measures.

Regardless of all the policies, approaches and measures, we must always keep in mind that humans are the
deciding factor for as many as 93% of traffic collisions. All those who plan, build, operate, and use roads and
vehicles share the responsibility for preventing or reducing the consequences of a collision, while those who
respond after a collision are responsible for mitigating injuries.

As the pandemic has taught us, the situation in land traffic is constantly changing. When designing new
measures and changing legislation, we need to consider new technologies, new modes of transport,
automated and connected driving, new behavioural changes, new sustainability goals and driving practices.

The new resolution will also take into account the new reality and all the modern dimensions of traffic. The
key challenges that we will tackle are speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol, the use of mobile
devices while driving, the integration of new vehicles into the road traffic system, the challenges posed by
older drivers, the safe transport of goods and the provision of appropriate qualifications and competencies
for all road users.
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Thank you for your attention!

sasa.jevsnik-kafol@avp-rs.si, anamaria.hren@avp-rs.si
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